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Abstract

Residents of communities that are at the edgeeofittal-urban divide are likely
to have many senses of place reflective of theg@dmnccurring around them. As the
place where they have resided in and identify Wwghomes transformed by changes in
land use and social composition, these residenysomdorced to either adapt or leave.
Often overlooked, these individuals may feel abéf place where they have long resided
is no longer their home. As the familiar routesyass, and neighborhoods give way to
new highways, big name stores, and exclusive sigidns, their understanding of its
sense of place becomes challenged.

This thesis seeks to understand changing sense#aaef among residents in Lutz,
an unincorporated community at the edge of thedfifyampa in Florida. Using a
humanistic geography approach which focuses owithal perceptions, nine semi-
structured interviews were conducted on questielaged to community boundaries,
everyday experiences of demographic and land assformations, and possible futures
of the community. Further background on the comityunas collected by traveling
through it and analyzing media accounts which mtediboth historical and
contemporary perspectives on its cultural landssape

One of the main findings of this thesis is that thencorporated nature of this
community adds a unique dimension to discussiofits gbcio-spatial transformations

since the role of boundaries in sense of placerhesaomplicated here. Thus, in contrast
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to firm lines drawn by cartographers or postal ages) cultural boundaries have a high
degree of subjectivityand are often at odds wificial demarcations. Overall, this thesis
highlights the value of focusing on residents ahaaorporated communities in order to

build more complex notions of place-based iderttitie
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Chapter 1
Introduction

Contemporary understandings of place-based idkeshate often focused on the
role of boundaries in place-making. According te toncept of a ‘global sense of place,’
places are located at the confluence of flows mgi¥rom the outside, so that the
boundaries of a place are always fluid and contihgad a variety of different
experiences are encapsulated within a place (Ma€¥&y). Inverting this formulation, a
‘local sense of place’ would then be constructediad a clearly demarcated unit where
separations between an inside and outside wouhddse pronounced and the sense of
place would be organized around homogeneity. Howeweat about places that may not
be clearly bounded and yet retain a strong senkealf attachment?

This thesis seeks to focus on a place that daesealy fit into the notion of place as
attachment or place as flows. Its case study ig,lan unincorporated community near the city of
Tampa in Florida that is facing the pressures btigbanization. The study seeks to understand
how spatial and social identities are construatemilieus at the edge of city boundaries. In Lutz,
as is the case throughout much of the ex-urbaredr8tates, the rural idyll of a close-knit
community is being supplanted by the growth oflausbian enclave that is becoming part of the
larger metropolis of Tampa. The ways in which ghange is reflected in the sense of place of
residents of Lutz is sought to be examined thrabghthesis. Lutz was first designated as a
separate community in 1913 for the purposes obésking a post office and distinguishing it

from surrounding communities. At that time, it vaasmall community centered on a train depot
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in the rural farmlands north of Tampa. Despiteftia that residents built schools, churches and
businesses, the borders of this community wererrfewmalized. Thus, Lutz did not develop its
own charter to become a town in its own right. Tdusld be the reason why, when the
population of Tampa expanded into this area asuwtref urban sprawl, there seemed to be less
regard for already existing residents, a regartloaild probably have existed if they were
residents of an incorporated community. This situalhas created tensions in Lutz’s identity.
Local residents, and others who have worked insted this area for a long time, have
developed a cultural awareness of Lutz that has bleallenged by recent transformations.

To understand how sense of place manifests itséie everyday lives of
residents, this research elicited viewpoints throunglividual interviews. In the process,
it raised three questions related to sense of place
1. Where do residents locate the boundaries of &ntkzin what ways do they view these
boundaries as fixed or fluid?

2. What is the daily experience of living in Lutzdahow has that changed over time?
3. How do residents envision the future of Lutz #mer place within this community?

This study seeks to contribute to existing studigslace-based identities in two
ways. First, it seeks to understand a place thes$ dot neatly fit into the conventional
categorizations of urban or rural, town or counirye lack of official incorporation adds
another nuance as place-based identities linkedttohave been formed despite the
indeterminacy of Lutz’s boundaries. Second, thislgtseeks to understand how
attachments to place render people immobile, dedpé spatial and social
transformations in their surroundings. While mdpihas become a key lens through

which the contemporary human condition is soughtetanderstood, the ways in which
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mobility is accompanied by various kinds of immdlihre highlighted by this study.
The rest of this thesis is organized into sevempidia: two chapters that outline
theoretical and methodological frameworks, two ¢eegpthat provide historical
background and contemporary perspectives on Latzwao chapters that provide
individual and thematic analyses of the intervieasducted with residents of Lutz.
Chapter Two explicates the notion of sense of ptanckits connections to homes and
boundaries. Chapter Three outlines the methodgedifor this research, including
visual analysis, content analysis and interviewser Four introduces Lutz in more
detail through examining its landscapes. Chapter €onsiders newspaper accounts of
the community and covers recent conflicts over feewl uses in the area. Chapters Six
and Seven analyze interview data, the former fogusn each interview respondent
separately, and the latter analyzing how the imeers addressed each of the three main
research themes (boundaries, everyday experieiutees). Overall, this thesis seeks to
understand how experiences of place when transtbimte memories of place serve to
strengthen people’s resolve to stay despite tmsfivamations wrought by processes of

urbanization.
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Chapter 2
Under standing Sense of Place: Review of Literature

‘Sense of Place’ is difficult to accurately deberdue to its individualistic and
subjective connotations. Rife with context, serfsglace evokes images and experiences
that are necessarily unique to an individual. Iditoh, a particular place may evoke
multiple senses of place. As a specific area changeaerms of demographics and land
uses, the understanding of sense of place isitkdy to be in flux, resulting in tensions
between diverse social groups. This is occurrintpatural-urban intersections of Lutz
and northern Hillsborough County.

Modernist approaches to urban transformation aealye economic and
technological aspects of place by emphasizing émeal and the large-scale as opposed
to the unigue and local. However, following thelieahumanistic and more recent post-
modern turns, human, social and cultural geographave delved into the qualitative
dimensions of place, and provided a rich vein eeegch into the relationship between an
individual’'s environment and theikeltschauung (world view). These studies have
moved away from a focus on space as an empty centaierely providing a background
to the unfolding of social and cultural processea tecognition of the importance of
space as a participant in and reflection of cul{@eegory and Urry 1985; McHugh and
Fletchall 2009). In the process, the emphasis hifted to a ‘thick’ sense of everyday

places (Geertz 1983).
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This thesis borrows from studies of place, espigdiaose which utilize the
phenomenological approach (Pickles 1985). Yi-Funfaiafluential book,The Sense of
Place (1977),advocated that intimate knowledge of an area wesnpaunt to
constructing a sense of place. Tuan argued that,

learning is rarely at the level of explicit and rfal instruction ... [for

example] a child is walked to school a few timesl dimereafter he can

make the trip on his own without the help of a mapAnother example:]

We are in a strange part of town: unknown spaaescktahead ... In time

we know a few landmarks ... Eventually what waargie and unknown

space becomes familiar place (199).

A similar approach has been taken by Edward Casphijlosopher, who stated that

There is no knowing or sensing a place except lrygbie that place, and

to be in that place is to be in a position to peeed. ... [Therefore] to live

is to live locally and to know is first of all tonkbw the places one is in

(1997: 18).

This chapter will outline the different ways in mh sense of place has been
sought to be studied in order to provide a framéwor the study of Lutz. In the process,
it will consider the role of social and culturakittities in building a sense of place, and
how attachment to home and a bounded sense of ghape individual experiences of
place. Tuan’s and Casey’s humanistic philosoplplade are thus sought to be
connected to case studies of how sense of placegemwithin specific social and

cultural milieus.
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Social and Cultural Senses of Place

The role of social identity in shaping sense afcplhas been an important aspect
of research on this concept. Age, race and religeore been among the dimensions of
identity that have been utilized to understand Bense of place varies across the
residents of a place. As Bijoux and Mayer (2006,#e argued, sense of place has to
be understood as a differentiated experience,ad[tim an everyday capacity, the same
physical place can be mundane and commonplacarte adile being challenging and
exotic to others ... [for] it represents differémings to different people.’

One of the key dimensions of developing a sengdagk is age and the proposed
thesis utilizes long-term residence as one of therRarkers of attachment to place.
Changes in sense of place with increasing age é&xs documented in many studies of
place (e.g. Warnes 1982; Rowles and Ohta 1983;204i5; Hardhill 2009). Yi-Fu Tuan
(1977) provides an analysis of how sense of placed between young children and
older adults. As Tuan argued, worldviews becomeeneapansive with the passage of
time. For the toddler, the spatial dimensions efkhown world were within his or her
home. As the child became older, the size of tkreawn world expanded to include the
school, neighborhood and town (26-30). Howeverpieshis ever-widening worldview,
it was the home the continued to function as aeplaased anchor (30).

The role of religious identity and symbols in coasting a sense of place has also
been documented in detail. Thus, a study by HoWwég&pexplored the symbolic effect of
signage, particularly the public display of the Temmmandments and how that defines
the insiders and outsiders of a community and eseatsense of place. With regard to

Lutz, this study seems particularly apt as onénefdefining symbols of northern
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Hillsborough County is the large palace-like IdlElBaptist Church. Located on Dale
Mabry Highway, a major north-south corridor, thasge church sticks out from the
surrounding rural countryside. Yet the size of 8trsicture is just one characteristic of its
symbolic weight within the region. Drawing parishérs from all across the metropolitan
area, this large church is identified with a parae denomination—Southern Baptist—
that is known for not only for its conservative was but also for its overwhelmingly
white membership. Both of these criteria seem céfle of the population of Lutz.

Race becomes another significant social identitynderstanding sense of place.
Johnson and Floyd (2006) explored differences mruval towns in South Carolina, one
predominantly black and the other predominantlyteshin terms of their responses to
the dynamics of urbanization and changing sensptaoé. They noted that while the
predominantly black rural community actively soughsiness and transportation
changes that the residents thought would be ecaratijnbeneficial, the white
community opposed these changes, seemingly lesecwd with economic benefits and
more concerned with maintaining a sense of plabe.authors state that ‘the opposition
to development was an act to protect what theyevahout their town’ (14). For whites,
the sense of a place seemed to be tied to theirylaie for the blacks, sense of place
had become subsumed by a discussion of econom&tagewent, based on the belief that
without a viable economy the community would ceasexist in its present form. The
role of race in shaping sense of place thus becomasrtant to consider.

Attachment to Home
The emotional pull of home perhaps explains haaegd such as Lutz are

comprised of groups that stridently try to retamhistorical character, particularly
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among residents who have resided here since thigdhood. | know that | have an
image of my childhood hometown located in southlerasKentucky, and that even
though change and progress have inevitably occurantinue to hope that it retains
some of its earlier spirit. This seems a rathevensial occurrence, in that as much as
change is desired and seems inevitable on somk flegee also remain strong memories
of earlier times. Thus questions concerning hovanrpansformations have challenged
attachments to place that residents of Lutz haveldped are important to consider.
Such attachments to home have been studied cotitext of elderly populations.
McHugh and Mings (1996) studied the migration pateof the elderly and discovered
the strong appeal that home had for many. Twelegvbird couples were profiled at
their summer residences. Although these coupléaligienjoyed the separation from
their permanent residence, they soon longed torrétuthat home. One of the elderly
women, Zita, who with her husband wintered in Anapwas unwilling to permanently
leave her Minnesota home because, in her wordskitts would be pretty miffed if we
settled down here’ (537). Thus Zita, although ated to the warm weather and friendly
environment of Arizona, nonetheless remains conechitd her place in Minnesota. As
the authors conclude, ‘affiliation with home amanogted elders is inextricably linked
with personal and family histories’ (539). If thsstrue for the elderly who enjoyed
travelling and wintered away from their home, tiserely it would seem to follow that
the attachment to home would be even greater Gmetlelderly who remained in place.
The proposed thesis aims at examining how attachtodrome, often occurring due to
long-term residence, shapes the unwillingness teenfimm a community even as it may

be rapidly changing.

www.manaraa.com



The architecture of homes is also a key elemetitdrconstruction of sense of
place and displays the role of class differenceéba@nshaping of a local sense of place.
Kraftl and Adey (2008) illustrated how architecteneoked a sense of identity and
belonging. In Lutz, commercial architecture is mportant marker of difference between
its older and newer parts. Thus older buildingstently comprising the historic core of
Lutz, have an unadorned yet functional style, arehsto convey the aesthetics of a rural
close-knit community where everyone was known andtrof the inhabitants were of the
same economic class. Newer structures, for instdrecaforementioned Idlewild Baptist
Church, can be identified with suburban architeet&imilarly, locally owned grocery
stores, gas stations, and churches provide glimgfdastz’s past with newer chain
groceries and supermarkets signifying the consumakits of newer residents.
Residential architecture also serves to differémtidder and newer parts of Lutz. Thus,
older houses are typically wooden structures wotes brick. Most use a ranch style or a
two-storey A-frame, and seem to be characterigttbemiddle class. Alongside, many
of Lutz’s residents reside in trailer parks. In ttast, suburban houses are almost
exclusively brick or stone, multi-leveled, with d¢gr yards indicative of a wealthier
demographic.

Bounded Places

The ways in which social and bodily constraintaphsense of place is an
important element of understanding personal gedgeapThe rise of gated communities
is one aspect of urbanization that has becomeuthject of much analysis. For instance,
Grant and Rosen (2009) explored gated communiti€&anada and Israel and wrote

about the role that those boundaries have hadjiatng, defining and maintaining a
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sense of place. Class identities are thus insciiftednaterial landscapes. In the western
part of Lutz, upscale gated communities are beargttucted, such as Cheval which has
a full size golf course, man-made lakes, and riditadples. While such gated
communities function as upper class enclaves,ardtdm them are trailer parks and
wood-frame homes in what was originally considdrett and now comprises the older
eastern section of the community. This divisionuees that there are at least two senses
of place that characterize the experience of negidh Lutz.

Within studies of rural to urban change, the foesnsonflicts between old and
new residents has usually focused on the mobifith@new residents but has rarely
focused on the immobility that may characterizedkperience of place among older
residents. The connection between immobility am$eef place is well captured in
Rowles (1978) study. Rowles narrates the livesvef ¢élderly individuals from a
working-class inner city neighborhood who contenthwa variety of health issues. Using
‘lengthy accounts of the individuals in order toeal the participants as creative human
beings, adjusting in highly individualistic waysdbanging personal and environmental
circumstances’ (xix), Rowles showed that an incoapon of the role of age and
disability provides a more careful understandinglate, not as a fluid amalgam of
diverse populations but as a field of entrapmehtisT residents who could not detach
themselves from place had to fend with transforomstithrough their own devices. Given
the demographic profile of Lutz, the issue of oldepulations and their perspectives on
contemporary suburbanization becomes an importantest in considering

constructions of place.

10
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By examining sense of place in terms of its saaa cultural dimensions, the
emotional pull that is experienced towards pladesiified as home, and the extent to
which attachments to place render people immolgpide changes in their
surroundings, this thesis seeks to understanddsitomposed of multiple senses of
place. The extent to which formal administrativearporation is not the only marker of

place attachments thus can be usefully examinedigihra focus on Lutz.

11
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Chapter 3
Studying Sense of Place: Research Design and Methods

This study uses qualitative methods to underssande of place among residents
in Lutz. The specific techniques adopted are vianalysis of landscapes, content
analysis of media reports, and semi-structuredvige/s. The overall aim is to approach
place through the lens of humanistic geographyrandhin attentive to multiple
perspectives. According to Tuan (1977: 18),

[a]n object or place achieves concrete reality wbenexperience of it is

total, that is through all the senses as well esutjh active and reflective

mind. Long residence enables us to know a placmately, yet its image

may lack sharpness unless we can also see it fiemoutside and reflect

upon our experience.
By entangling experience with reflection, this stsgeks to more fully trace the
meanings of the particular place that is Lutz. Htigly also seeks to extend the
philosophical and historical methods of humaniggography by combining it with
gualitative methods.
Visual Analysis of Landscapes

The private automobile is one of the principalickds for gathering everyday
senses of place. Thus, the nature of landscapethamdransformations are often
experienced in the process of driving through neeghoods. Utilizing this method of

observation, | conducted a visual analysis of teéed landscapes of Lutz by driving

12
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through its main roads. In my journal about theseneys, | noted the presence and
characteristics of residential dwellings, localinesses, commercial signs, open spaces
and greenery, as well as large retail and groderngs and prominent churches. These
material traces act as cultural indicators, prawgdiinique markers of the sense of place
of Lutz as well as signaling changes in spatial smdal arrangements. This form of
visual analysis also adds my own sense of plateitafto this research, thus providing a
useful point of reference for the conduct of intews with residents.
Media Representations

| examined the two major newspapers of this ahest. Petersburg Times
(recently renamed thEampa Bay Times) and thelampa Tribune, to gather news items
on Lutz. | paid special attention to two kinds efns items: those that sought to evoke a
sense of Lutz as community and those that focusemboflicts over changing land uses.
| also considered a community publicatibotz News, to note the kinds of businesses
that are being advertised and the social identitiasare reflected in its text and images.

The use of newspapers was especially importambderstanding the concerns
and struggles of the residents of Lutz. A key redso this is that they elicited responses
from residents, instead of speaking on their belsaifce local newspapers generally
report on stories that are occurring in the momigraty also offer crucial analysis of
contemporary perspectives. Struggles in Lutz cacalbegorized as battles between a
progressivist view of Lutz that sees it as a bungep part of Tampa and the
preservationist view that wishes to conserve thal mmbience of Lutz and keep it

separate from Tampa.

13

www.manaraa.com



I nterviews

This study is based on interviews conducted wirle mesidents of Lutz. Interview
respondents were initially sought to be recruitedugh multiple avenues, including
various churches in Lutz, the Facebook page foz,Lthe Lutz Historical Society and the
Lutz Senior Center. Ultimately, churches provedrtiast successful avenue of
recruitment, partly pointing to the value of chugshas centers of sociability in the
community, and partly attributable to my own mensbgy at a church in Lutz. Out of the
nine interview respondents, seven were recruiteslgh churches: six attended a
Lutheran church and one attended a Methodist chiiteh United Methodist Church is
one of the oldest in the Lutz area and was the hdmech of many of the pioneer
families. The Lutheran Church is located in the eesection of Lutz and has been in
existence for around 30 years. This is the chutignded by my wife and me, even
though | was not particularly familiar with its meers. This research therefore provided
an opportunity for me to more intensively engagghe community in which my
church is located. Respondents were also recrthtedgh my connections with school
teachers in Lutz. Thus, the two respondents that wet recruited through the Methodist
and Lutheran churches became part of this studywhiey expressed an interest in
sharing their views having heard that this studg Waing conducted.

Six respondents had lived in Lutz for 20 or morargeand three of them were
born in Lutz. These can be defined as long-terndeess. The others had lived in Lutz
for less than 20 years. One respondent had workedtz’s elementary school for more
than 20 years, but had moved to live in Lutz onrg fyears ago. However, she pointed to

her time working in Lutz as a marker of her longmection to the community. All
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respondents were white and one was of HispanigatjnSeven of the respondents were
women and two men were part of the interviews. Tegpondents were in their eighties
and retired. The rest were employed, some part-Mifele interview respondents cannot
be considered broadly representative of Lutz, #lceis that many were senior and retired
enabled me to fulfill my objective of understandihg experiences of the elderly, who
may become trapped in space. A list of interviespomdents is provided in Appendix .

In-depth interviews with individual respondentsrgrbased on an open ended
guestionnaire (see Appendix Il). These interviemakithe form of conversations, so that
respondents had the freedom to bring up topickef thoice or turn existing questions
in directions that were more interesting to themefof the interviews were conducted in
the homes of the respondents, three in the charzhpne was conducted in the
respondent’s work place. Though homes were my pegfesetting for the interviews so
that respondents could be visually located in th& landscape, the choice of location
for interviews was left up to respondents. Eachrinew was taped with permission or
hand-written notes were taken where the respordidntot want the interview to be
taped.

Overall, by combining analysis of interviews, meedccounts and landscapes, this
study seeks to provide a more intensive engagem#nplace. Specifically, the aim is to
more clearly understand what is at stake in stegygler urban development in Lutz and
whether the rise of new subdivisions is steerigabmmunity towards becoming an

upscale suburb that no longer has any place fouigd roots.
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Chapter 4
Visual Analysis: Landscapes of Lutz

This chapter outlines my observations gathereautin traveling across major
roads and boundaries of Lutz. These observatiopssexthe uneven nature of
commercial and residential development since traigeks and run-down buildings
appear interspersed with manicured lawns, gatedrmorities and boutique stores in
Lutz. In this chapter, | discuss the historic coféutz and two of its main roadways,
along Dale Mabry Highway and Lutz Lake Fern RodausEtudy of landscapes thus
focuses on the western boundary of Lutz which ismlthe major intersections are
located and most of the development is taking place
Downtown Lutz: Historic Center of the Community

The historic section of Lutz is laid out as aagke with the church and train depot
anchoring it. Less than one mile south, on Highwayis the old Lutz School house. It is
a two-storey red brick building that for years was only school in the Lutz area.
Generations of children attended school there amthe recent push to have it become
designated as a landmark shows, it evokes a ssemge of place. Though not in use as a
school, it still remains a cultural symbol of a @when the community was close-knit.
Behind the iconic structure, the new Lutz Elemgnfehool was built. This school is
designed as a one-storey U-shaped building resegibther local elementary schools
and is hidden from the highway, seemingly in asrafit to conceal it from those who

may see the old school house as a more appropyiatieol of Lutz
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Figure 1: Boundariesof Lutz and its historic center (Source: Google M aps)

1st Street begins just before the railroad traeid running south appears more
like a large parking lot for the small stores, dityr and nearby historic train depot. On the
northern side, the red brick, one-storey branatatipfaces east towards Highway 41. In
front of it is a large open green space which léadbe railroad tracks that parallel the
north-south highway. On the south side of thisrggetion are small business
establishments, one of which has on its walls atpdimural of Lutz. A monument
dedicated to military martyrs lies just north oé tiepot. It is surrounded by a small
garden. An off-leash dog park is located in a fehatt area and the end of 1st Street
wraps around a local butcher shop. In front oflibicher shop, 1st Street turns into 1st
Avenue, marking the center of Lutz.
Dale Mabry Highway and Calusa Trace

| began my exploration of Lutz at the intersectdiiale Mabry Highway and

Van Dyke Road. Though there are no boundary sigtigsaintersection, | contend that it
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lies at the southwest corner of Lutz. This is gaicause all businesses along the east-
west Van Dyke have Lutz addresses, so that foPtst Office this road demarcates
Lutz. There are no residences here, except fopartraent complex, as this has been

zoned for commercial uses. South of Van Dyke Rtts Tampa subdivision of

Carrollwood is located.

LHEKE -
Cponer | aka.

WILSON el
LAKE SAPPHIRE
£ ESTATES LAKE
3+ THOMAS ESTATES
Bittern Ave ) | . 1
: & Sapphire Satellite |-
- & Pearl Lake e North
& 9 . i WMANTHE
3 Crystall a X
USA < Traffic
,.'._-‘!-.I —.'
8 T s
[UJ (T Crysta™" ¢ fiy Crystal Lake RS
—1 : 5&310 ofl and) South
|+] glorida Crysta) Lake
e CRYSTAL
: s COVE
Var fyke t Joseph's Reinheimer y =
| Hospital-Nortt i KAMBRIDGE
H A —
L] and)
o Van Dyke Rd N = N e Rd Van Dyke Rd
= Sq & LAKE
g ] Van Ovk 1 BRANT
= z d )
=] :‘_u': 8 ~ommo 3
- 1an % g
- - <)
aks s 3
- A @
~Z ROUND =
].2000 ft | LAKE ; a
| IL?l km | (597 :
Meanchan

Map data ©2013 Google - Edit in Google Map Maker  Report a problem

Figure 2: Dale Mabry Highway (Source: Google M aps)

Travelling north along Dale Mabry, | observe aseade strip mall, one of the few
anchored not by a grocery store but by a clothinges A McDonalds Restaurant and a
Walgreens Drug Store sit at the extreme north-@asier of this intersection. Across
Dale Mabry Highway is a large city park, Lake Pd&ftom the highway all that is visible
are the trees and the overgrowth of weeds alongtecrfence. Large blue water storage
tanks lie just south of this intersection and dse aisible from the highway. At the

southwestern corner of the Dale Mabry/Van Dykers#getion, urban development cedes
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to wild flowers, grasses and trees that signifgtann, at least in this small space, of
untamed countryside.

Crossing the intersection of Van Dyke Roaddieg north along Dale Mabry into the
unincorporated community of Lutz, | quickly noticew the landscape changes from
commercial urban development to a rural landscaueel with trees and ditches overrun
with weeds, with one exception. This is a stripIrtfedt curves around the corner with a
gas station and a Burger King. A Publix groceryestaso is positioned on the corner, but
away from the highway across a parking lot. Actbgsroad, on the east side of Dale
Mabry Highway, is an idyllic country farm, with ate two-storey wooden house and
fenced-in fields left wild for grazing animals. Blseems to announce to the traveler that
they have left the city.

Very quickly on the west, the grand entrance dui€aTrace, a deed-restricted
gated neighborhood, appears. As one turns intos@alvace, brick walls with large
flower pots and well manicured grass identifies #s a wealthy enclave on the edge of
the city. Since there is less commercial build-ng enore green space, the four-lane Dale
Mabry Highway seems wider here. Across from theagae to Calusa Trace is the turn
towards Idlewild Baptist Church (2010), the largestirch in the area. This is a massive
structure especially in contrast to the A-frame kerand small farms that lie right behind
it.

Lutz Lake Fern Road and Cheval

For the second excursion, | drove eastward alarig Lake Fern Road. This has

become one of the major east-west routes in nartHéisborough County for it connects

the older downtown section with Gunn Highway. Tisigspecially true since the opening
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of a traffic interchange with the Suncoast Parkwelyich in turn was precipitated by the
building of Steinbrenner High School, a new schbat finally opened after lengthy
protests by local activists who argued that it wiankrease traffic and development. As |
began driving along the road, | could smell, thtotize open window, the smell of dirt
and clover indicative of a rural countryside. Tl¢able absence of houses further
validated that this area had been—and to some eeglewas—farmland. Traffic
however was steady, and | was not able to slow déwditionally the road, though
straight, had little to no shoulder in spots anghsavided little opportunity for me to pull

over. There was no sidewalk either.
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Figure 3: Lutz Lake Fern Road (Source: Google M aps)

New developments had begun transforming the rfoads | approached the
Suncoast Parkway on the north side of the roadhal parking lot had been created
complete with black asphalt and painted spaces. gdwking lot was for those who
wished to ride bicycles or walk along a naturd ttat runs beside the Suncoast
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Parkway. The trail is paved and is seemingly goatpular as the lot was nearly full of
cars. The fact that this exists suggests a suburimaie| of development, as the planners
who designed the trail were clearly not seekinghes but young, active urbanites. Thus
the trail can be seen as a symbol of the typeaofsition that Lutz envisions in its future.

As soon as Lutz Lake Fern Road crosses underutheo@st Parkway, rural
farmland completely gives way to a suburban matif.the north side of the road,
Steinbrenner High School is located adjacent to Madk Elementary and Martinez
Middle Schools. These three schools, all relativedw, form a border between the rural
and the urban. Across the street, on the southafitdetz Lake Fern Road, | quickly
noticed the back of upscale homes behind a largelarmfence. These homes are part of
Cheval, an upscale deed restricted community, cetaplith riding stables and a golf
course. As | leave the schools and upscale sulbmingidehind, the scenery just off the
road reverts back to wildness with little visiblenemercial development until the
intersection of Dale Mabry Highway

The landscapes of present-day Lutz vary from naralrban and from sites with
historical connections to those that are firmlyteored in new social and economic
identities, so that varied senses of place anaviys in which these are being
transformed are reflected in material traces. Visgal analysis however should not
render landscapes as static viewpoints. Insteadlicts between existing and proposed
land uses have been a prominent aspect of thécgadit residing in Lutz and its
landscape is the outcome of such struggles. Theamapter seeks to provide insights
into the processes through which Lutz’s landscéyaee been produced by drawing on

historical and media accounts of the community.
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Chapter 5
Media Representations: Conflictsover Growth and Land Use

Rapidly changing urban landscapes are a key p#neexperience of economic
development, and studies of demographic transfoomain the U.S. have recorded such
changes under the rubric of gentrification, subaorbation and ex-urbanization. The
economic and political aspects of such changelacecannected to personal and
emotional experiences. Personal tolls are heightenthe case of those who are less
mobile and hence cannot always able to match tbe plsurrounding transformations.
The proposed thesis seeks to examine how sociatdhdal changes affect the sense of
place for residents of Lutz and its rural surromggiin northwestern Hillsborough
County, an area that is in the midst of transifram rural to suburban. More
specifically, this thesis delves into individuaéhegs of attachment to older and newer
parts of Lutz in order to understand whether loealdents of Lutz are willing or
unwilling participants in the rapid transformatiofitheir local space. Lutz thus becomes
an important case study for understanding livakaftrontlines of rural-to-urban change.

Lutz is located northwest of the Central Businesstrict (CBD) of Tampa,
Florida, and straddles the boundaries betweenbsiteugh and Pasco Counties (see
Figure 1 in Chapter 4). It is representative add@ale that has been and is continuing to
be transformed by outside forces resulting in acedathange in its ethos. While a rural
part of unincorporated Hillsborough County, Lutarisreasingly beginning to resemble

the suburbs that ring the city of Tampa. The nemmainity that is developing here is
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overriding the still visible older locale. New sdi®, churches and businesses are
springing up which may be making long-term residdael like strangers in their own
communities. More congested roads, often with ntemmes; stoplights and signage
further add to the strangeness that long-term eassdmay feel. Within Lutz, a separation
between old and new parts of the community is Vikelensure that old and new
residents rarely intermingle. Moreover, many nelalritants, whether they are
permanent or transitory, seem to be younger an@ wuligerse than the already existing
population. This further accentuates the sense@ékisolation of long-term residents
and for those who are relatively immobile due te agdisability, this could result in a
feeling of being ‘prisoners’ in a landscape thatesdonger familiar but cannot be either
changed or abandoned.

The changes occurring in Lutz appear indicativigfer trends occurring
throughout Florida and the U.S. American sociatychanging from an industrial to a
service based economy, is in the midst of wholdestansformations prompted in part
by changes in technology. These technological acdaatjow, among other things, the
compression of space and time, whereby telecomgatid home-based work are
becoming more prevalent. This is making it possibtepeople to live further away from
downtown offices and other employment centers ptorgphe rise of residential
neighborhoods in suburban and ex-urban areas.ddm@ slynamics in Lutz seem to be
characterized by both support for and resistansei¢th changes. Thus, in-migrants to
this area and those who are attracted to subuifestyles are in conflict with those long-

term residents who wish to retain the rural appé#his place. This chapter provides an
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introduction to some key struggles emerging fromabnflicting senses of place that
currently characterize Lutz.
Preserving Historical Landmarks

Lutz has had a relatively long history as a didtplace (MacManus and
MacManus 1998; Zavertnick 1995; Goheen 1993). @Qaity formed as a railroad stop in
1913, it allowed access to Tampa for the few fasmdro lived in the area. The
demographics of Lutz were overwhelmingly white dgrthis period. Eventually,
because of the train depot, a small community waséd, including an elementary
school and a church. The brick school still remaingd has been historically preserved as
a cultural marker. The rural nature of this regiasually represented by orange groves
and cattle, persisted even though urban sprawle@srring in the nearby Tampa area
after World War II. Currently, Lutz Baptist Churddtjll located at the intersection of the
two main roads and about a mile from the train tdlegmtinues to link the community
together as a specific locale. Additionally, featsrand events, such as the appointment
of a ‘gub’nor’ of Lutz, help to solidify community.

An early article that highlights struggles overtbigal landmarks in Lutz can be
found in theTampa Tribune of July 1st 1965 and is titled ‘Lutz divided onelgeng the
old depot’ (Davis, 1965). The seeming core of Lsiidentity, its origins as a railroad
stop, had thus become a site of contention. A fearylater, th&int Petersburg Times
(Wilson 1973) dealt with the same topic examining tonflict between commercial

versus residential zoning laws and how these wdeidolish a circa 1920s gas station.
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Experiences of Urban Growth

One of the earliest discussions of Lutz’s potémtiaurban growth occurred in
newspaper articles of 1985-86. On January 13, 1#®89.ampa Tribune ran a two-page
article that featured Lutz as a neighborhood of pamnd summarized its newfound
status as follows:

‘once an open area for pastures, orange grovedaandland, Lutz had

become a developer's paradise conveniently nestletiveen Land

O’Lakes and the University of South Florida.’

Towards the end of 1986, struggles over growthutz became the subject of media
attention. A December 25 article in thampa Tribune situated the community ‘at the
crossroads between the urban and the rural.’” Tilenimg day, the story continued with
an exploration of zoning issues with a map providgdhe Lutz Civic Association
showing densities and zoning regulations for tleaafhe following year, th&aint
Petersburg Times (Dolan 1987) quoted a University of South Flommtafessor in the
Department of Anthropology, Professor Alvin Wolkeho tool a serious view of the
issue that ‘the county has no immediate planstionater or sewage lines into the area.’
Lack of such services would severely curtail theagh of Lutz.

The opening of Veterans Expressway in 1994 anavitiening of U.S. 41 north
into Pasco County made this area less isolatedypiog more people to move in. Many
were probably attracted in the beginning to theatemess of the Lutz area and its rural
appeal. But as more and more people began to motease who had lived in the area
were squeezed out of their agricultural livelihoo#is the land became more desirable,

property values rose. The result, in many casesnsé¢o have been that many decided to
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sell their property to developers. Thus, Lutz haisbeen able to avoid suburbanization,
though in delaying the onset of urbanization ltksly that the community has developed
its own identity as a site of struggle againstuhgan sprawl that characterizes much of
Florida (Murphy 1988). This is especially notewgrth the case of Lutz due to its
proximity to Tampa, and the community becomes amgpte of how urbanization does
not proceed in uniform fashion but is likely toveaelatively rural pockets which then
become available to be capitalized by the next pvaé@rban growth.

In the aftermath of urban growth, Lutz comprises tistinct locales. One is
characterized by more rural, older, poor, and pradantly white residents. Yet, to the
west and north of the town center, a ‘new’ Lutz Hageloped and comprises residents in
a higher socio-economic bracket. New gated sulidivssare located in the northwestern
section of Hillsborough County and use either VaterExpressway or U.S. 92,
commonly known as Dale Mabry Highway which is a onajorth-south thoroughfare, to
connect to Tampa’s CBD. The social division of Ligtizhus reflected in its physical
landscape providing a geographic basis for mulseleses of place here.

As an example of the suburbanizing senses of phateconstitute Lutz, consider
the May 12, 2010 edition afutz News (Anon 2010), a community publication. On the
front page, it had a photograph of four studerdmfa local elementary school, three of
whom were white. Another picture showed manageeslotal Publix grocery store
presenting a check to the United Way of Pasco Go@ftthe nine people pictured, all
were white and six were males. These pictures fehealemographic characteristics that
shape the sense of place of Lutz. Advertisemerttisrmagazine are geared towards the

middle or upper class. For example, in the editi@ntioned above there was a half-page
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advertisement devoted to the opening of the PlaopSappealing to homeowners who
have both the space and money to invest in treesth&r half-page advertisement was
for the Absolute Salon, which offers full body wagj Swedish massages, and facials.
This suggests a wealthier and more cosmopolitarodeaphic than one traditionally
living in a rural farming community.

However, the kind of urban growth that has ocalimel.utz is often depicted in a
negative way. Thus a feature article in Saent Petersburg Times (Coats, 2006)
described Lutz as follows:

It's dull It's deadly dull. [Y]ou can get Chinesedd, a burger, or the fare

from two upscale cafes but after that your optians limited. ... civic

leaders, fearing the spread of Carrollwood-typeawhr have kept

development to a minimum by insisting that the arsa wells for water

and septic tanks for waste.

For some, therefore, Lutz has been very slow toualddn amenities which make it a
less desirable locale for well-heeled urbanites.
Struggles over Place

The community of Lutz has, in large measure, stifo the west. Yet since the
older community still exists, conditions are crekfier social conflict. While newer
residents are in the process of transforming Lntiz an upper middle class suburb of
Tampa, long established residents appear reluttigoin them and some have actively
sought to restrict growth and development in Liitzose who have lived in this area for
a long amount of time generally seem reluctanttnge its rural flavor, and have

worked feverishly in restricting economic developt& his leads to questions about

27

www.manaraa.com



which groups are able to control and representesgamther words, is Lutz on the way
towards suburbanization or will it continue to reteharacteristics of a rural enclave?
Roads, schools and hospitals are some of theisitelsich struggles between two
different notions of Lutz’s future become visible.

The recent growth spurt in Lutz is associated withroad building undertaken in
this area since the 1990s (e.g. Anon 1989; Breil84; Reese 1994; Anon 1995; Lee
2000; Anon 2001). These include the Veterans/Swstdagressway as well as
improvements to local east-west routes that op#medirea to coastal communities on
one side and Interstate 75 on the other side.aéamentioned above, urban growth had
previously bypassed this area, so that growth riaaitionally been concentrated along
the I-4 corridor eastward towards Orlando, or Inosth towards Ocala. Lutz, located
north of downtown Tampa, and west of the prominieitic corridors, was therefore
largely overlooked in migration patterns, addingtiar to the isolation of this area. This
may have partly been connected to the many lakegitit this area and make it
unsuitable for large-scale residential developmBat.it was also linked to community-
level organizations that sought to retain the rareracter of Lutz.

Some community groups within Lutz appear quitadfast in their insistence that
their town remain distinct from other suburban camities and hence maintain its own
separate identity. For example, the Lutz Civic Assioon and the Coalition 4
Responsible Growth have both been created to ddajweservation and zoning issues.
Their concerns came to the fore in the struggle oeg road construction.

One major struggle occurred in 1993 when the Féobeépartment of

Transportation planned to build a new toll road ke Suncoast Parkway — from Tampa
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and into Pasco and Citrus counties, two countiesténl north of Tampa that were
seeking economic development (Woitas 1993). In spion to this plan, a local group
was formed that quickly began writing letters te tbcal papers and making signs to
protest the construction of this road. The prinkrpason was that it would increase
traffic. In addition, many wondered if such a raa@is necessary given that U.S. 41
already provided a north-south link between Tamphthe above mentioned counties.
The protest, however, was short lived as constvaain the new road soon began. Part of
the failure of the protestors to restrict this re@s probably due to the interests of those
living outside of Lutz and Hillsborough County, tagy would primarily benefit from the
new parkway.

Similar struggles have also occurred in the pastO&tober 19, 1989 article in
the Tampa Tribune, titled ‘Freeway may be costly for Lutz’ (Mohan aRdchter 1989),
guotes Sonny Edwards, a self-described activigtroegg the building of an east-west
road that had been planned to connect Dale Malgiawhy with Interstate 275. In
Edwards’ words, ‘If built, the road would sacrifioee of Hillsborough [County’s]
strongest rural areas and wreak untold damageeowéklands.’

Another prominent struggle was over the constonctif a new high school.
Executive Director of the Coalition 4 Responsiblewh, Denise Layne (2007), spoke
about concerns that this group had about the ldgbd. She stated in an interview given
to the oral history project at the University ofuto Florida (conducted June 25, 2007)
that though they recognized the need for a higbal¢cimone of the areas where the
county wanted to build it was acceptable, for itvgdbhave required a four-lane road

which would have led to undesirable urban growtbwiver, this school was ultimately
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built — Steinbrenner High School opened at thersatetion of Lutz Lake Fern Road and
the Suncoast Parkway on August 25, 2009. Betwe88 8Ad 2010, the students at this
school increased from 1,600 to 2,000. Lutz LakenFRavad, previously a two-lane
winding country lane, had to be expanded into & ke road with an access ramp on to
the parkway. Not only has this road provided rasisief northern Hillsborough County
with a new school, but it has also made it muclegeas get into the center of Lutz where
the church, depot and old school house are lochtstbad of driving along a narrow
country road with primarily residential traffic,ahmproved road, while still mostly two
lanes, has become crowded with increased resitlantacommercial traffic. Concerns
about noise and safety seem to be on the mindssafants who daily travel this road.

These concerns appear warranted. An example afaihgers can be seen in the
increased collisions that have occurred in this pithe county. In one highly publicized
tragic example, a young boy was struck and killdohg his bicycle near the intersection
of Dale Mabry Highway. This has become a major fiam; especially since a branch of
one of the county hospitals was being built nea@ncerns over noise have also
become important in Lutz. According to an articleheTampa Tribune (2001),noise
was one of the major reasons cited by those whosggpthe expansion of the Suncoast
Parkway, especially noise associated with loucksueaving construction sites.

Some other services however have been less canienf\n article infThe Tampa
Tribune by Manion (1986) foreshadowed the desire of Saaeph’s, one of the major
Tampa hospitals, to build a branch in Lutz, thotlgty ultimately settled on a clinic at
that time. Finally, in 2006, Saint Joseph’s Hodpitarthwest was built, possibly due to

increased migration and changing demographics intwinore affluent families were
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moving into the area. This location of the hospitak welcomed by all and was one of
the least contentious land use decisions.

Lutz therefore reflects the conflicts over suburigeowth in many ways, through
struggles over roads and possible tensions betaldeamd new residents due to social
and cultural differences. The main question theskeartherefore is: If the residents of the
newer part of Lutz perceive themselves as subutgrow do the long-term residents,
especially those associated with, and living ie, @akder section of Lutz view themselves?
Does the yearning for deer visible in the yarddescribed by a local resident as one of
her pleasures, coexist with the need for strip snatkpressways and manicured lawns of
a gated community? This study seeks to understactuddynamics through enabling
residents to speak for themselves and their va@oeslocumented and analyzed in the

next two chapters of the thesis.
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Chapter 6
Analysis of Individual Interviews
Humanistic geographers value the role of perserpériences and narratives in
developing a sense of place. This study of Lutksée provide such perspectives
through in-depth interviews with residents. Theugisdescriptions of landscapes and
outlining of community-based struggles over land csanges undertaken in the previous
two chapters set the stage for the interviews belowhis chapter, each of the nine
interviews with residents is individually discusgedighlight how the sense of place of
Lutz was evoked. Findings from semi-structuredringavs, a social scientific method,
are thus communicated in the form of vignette#teadry style which enables the actual
unfolding of the interview to be closely followethe aim here is to maintain the unique
voices and identities of the respondents. All nahwgever are pseudonyms in order to
maintain anonymity. The interviews are arrangettims of length of stay in Lutz:
beginning with residents who have lived in Lutzthiir life, moving on to those who
have been here from 20 to 40 years, and endingregidents who have been in the
community for less than 10 years. A descriptiomtdrview respondents is presented in
Appendix I.
Irene Bosch (and her husband, | saac)
Irene Bosch has deep ancestral roots in Lutzn$rgioned that her maiden
name was Wilson. Her parents and grandparentsuaieddn the family cemetery off

Wilson Road, the road where the couple also resgiel seems reasonable to conclude
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that her ancestors were among the original setllense’s husband, Isaac, is 85 years old
and has lived in Lutz all of his life. However, Hignily has no road named after it, nor
do there appear to be many Bosches in the argeerBaps his roots do not run as deep in
the community as hers. They are members of Unitethbtlist Church, one of the long-
established churches in the Lutz area and oneiassdaevith pioneer families in the area.

Irene answered most of the questions, occasioaaking her husband to clarify
some point or mentioning some story for him to. ®khe story that he told concerned
him driving the school bus home when he was ondiesn and still in high school. As
Isaac stated, it was often the case that the bwsrdvould drop the children off at school
and then wait in a bar until the school got out.t@la occasion he got drunk. So he asked
Bill, one of the older boys, to drive the bus holkhough they appeared responsible,
the students took this opportunity to get into ist As they drove by the saw mill, the
bus was stopped so that the children could playrnmound of sawdust. After this was
done, they all climbed back in the bus and continmre to their homes.

This led to a discussion of how such an eventccaot occur today. According to
Isaac and Irene, the children in this story wefe,g#@t because Isaac was a responsible
driver, but because there were very few cars omahads back then. Irene then talked
about a city worker who borrowed city equipment alehred land for the church on his
own time, an event that like the school bus incideould cause much consternation
today. As Irene put it,

But you see people weren’t so picky, they werem'the point where they

were looking for a mistake that they can point tHeigers. It was a

community that worked together. It was so nice.
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They did not seem interested in the question®bibundaries of Lutz. However,
Isaac stated that originally Lutz went ‘all the wayFletcher Boulevard,” while to the
north it included State Highway 54 in Pasco Couifitye impression that | got from them
was that discussions about borders were irrelesiané the area is changing. One of the
positive changes they mentioned was reductionstadce to shopping centers.

Irene: Years ago you had to go clear to Sulphur Sprifiggu wanted to

get a bottle of aspirin or a pound of coffee. Amndadok a long time

because we did not have good roads, or automobiles.

Isaac: You’'d go shopping, and it would be dark before gotihome.

According to Irene, what she liked best about ivout here was that ‘everything |

need is in about seven mile radius of where I'live.

Their major complaint related to the loss of swdema due to development. As
Irene put it, ‘l don’t see anything wrong with thgepulation growth, as long as they ...
study the natural flow of water.” New developmenit®y argued, were being built right
over swamp land. As Irene described it,

You go up there to the end of Livingston, you sew lthey are tearing all

that down, and that was all swamp. Okay, go on ridl leead west, and

you will see the offices and condos they are bagdiack there and right

where you are going to turn in, there is a big swamhey are all

connected. ... Just think where does the sewage/tygre does the septic

tank go? ... When the rain comes, that is theiunaatreservoir. Now

where does it go?
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I had assumed that having lived in Lutz all thieies, they would be most
disgruntled at the changes occurring around thdns Was not the case. In fact, they
seemed to embrace the changes, advising cautigrniatile extent that flooding would
occur or water become contaminated due to the idgaof swampland. They did regret
that the community doesn’t get together anymord,that the small town ethos had
gone. Upon reflection, | began to realize thatrtheceptance of change has probably
been one of the secrets to their longevity and im&#gg, for no doubt within their eighty-
plus years, they have lived through much changé, gpood and bad.

Roy Dunn

Roy Dunn has lived in Lutz for 37 years. Origigghom New Jersey, Roy moved
to Tampa in 1966 when he was stationed at McDillFgrce Base. In 1970, after his tour
in Vietham ended, he returned to Tampa. Five yViaées, he moved with his family into
a home off a two-lane country road in Lutz. The koas | learned, was typical of the
early houses for it was built in the middle of aaraye grove. Roy expanded the home
which was in disrepair and, among other thingghaitl the roof. Later, he added a small
shed on his property that he used for his woodvmgrkstill living in that same house
today, Roy Dunn raised two children and becameatinential person within the
community.

Mr. Dunn is quite knowledgeable about the histirthis community. He even
told me that the area was originally called ‘Sterhpe fact that only the most devoted
historian of the area would know. As a handymargdreributed to restoring the train
depot, a historical landmark in Lutz. After the ghaurve in front of his home resulted in

many car crashes onto his property, Roy made atgigrarn motorists that they needed
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to slow down. Finally he convinced the county td @gpeed bump on Lake Crenshaw
Road, for he states, ‘on Friday and Saturday ntgiged to be a racetrack.” Now that the
speed bumps have been added, the area has becamguneter.

Roy began to volunteer at the local Catholic Chuatter his retirement. Since he
raised a family here, he has developed a strorgeseficommunity. Local Little League
baseball games were for him an example of commumiilgling. During those games,
Roy would converse with the other parents who bechiw friends. He laments,
however, that as his children have grown up andadavay, he is not as knowledgeable
as he once was about the events of the neighborhood

Overall, Roy maintains that he is satisfied wittnlg in Lutz. Talking about the
increased development in Lutz, as exemplified leyrtew Super Wal-Mart, he states that,

It's one those things where you either adjust toortyou move to

Brooksville. And even in Brooksville they have It's just going to

happen and you have to adjust.

The fact that his children live nearby—a son in &gpHills and daughter in north
Tampa— this no doubt plays an important role inntaaning his sense of attachment to
place. Moreover, he has lived in the area as atavter for many years. Another
significant aspect of his attachment to place & b has witnessed the transformations
of Lutz. According to Roy,

When | moved here, Lutz had a very bad reputatiorMoonshine [was

produced here], it was wild times. [But now] it éeuntry-ish moving

toward suburban-ish.
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Nora Davenport

Nora Davenport is single and in her eightiesnivalone on a fixed income. She
is also physically handicapped, yet active in thghkeran church. In the interview she
reminisced about the past, seemingly discontentddaontemporary life. She is a long-
term resident of Lutz having resided in the samgskdor 35 years. The interview with
her was conducted in her kitchen on an old whiterft@a table.

Nora moved from Wisconsin to Florida when her thasband obtained a job in
Fort Lauderdale. But while she was in the procéssayving, her husband lost his job.
The house in Wisconsin had already been sold, amd Was now responsible for her
two young children —'my son Jeff was four’ — andtdogs. She moved then to Mobile,
Alabama, her husband’s hometown, in an attempope evith the new situation.
Meanwhile, her husband found a job in Tampa anthately the family was re-united
here. This reunion however turned out to be sinetllas a year later they divorced.

Thus began what was a difficult time for Nora asdshe put it ‘here | am head of
the household, [with] no job and no money.” Norartliegaled me with tales about some
of the jobs she had to take — at a local bakerg;ddpartment store, where despite being
promoted to manager, she quickly lost her job; eagen hired hand at a local dairy farm,
where she milked cows and did other tasks evergtihber fellow male employees did
not think these were appropriate for a woman.

Nora did not remarry, nor did she move from thigelihouse she had originally
moved to which at that time was in a new subdivisarrounded by orange groves. She
was quite knowledgeable about changes in Lutziqodatly in regards to the

encroachment of wealthy people, whom she views sothe caution. For Nora, Lutz is a
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small rural community — she vacillated between shlauind town — whose way of life is
threatened by new arrivals with their huge mansan$deed-restricted subdivisions.
She thus misses the natural beauty and rural agibat the place used to have when
she first moved here. As she describes it,
There was this house, and that one across thd,stre nothing on the
boulevard, nothing on the right side of the boutdvantil you went way
down. ... the kids, my Jeff, would play in thesecasat lots where the
weeds were this high. You couldn’t see them.

She also remembers ‘all these pine trees’ and gargmoves on both sides of the
road’ that were home to bob whites and mockingb#tigo birds she noted for their
unique sounds. For Nora, these plentiful sightsssmohds of nature were the principal
pleasures of Lutz.

When asked if she thought Lutz would become subdumihin Tampa, like
Carrollwood, she replied,

Not in the near future. There are too many pedm like it like this, and

the new people that move in are young couplesthgg first home. There

has to be an area for families who are startingy wéed a first chance to

buy a house.

According to Nora, the people of Lutz are charazeel by their modest economic
status.

None of us are filthy rich, but we survive. The fa@s are just average

working people. There isn’t one person, who you say) ooh, they have a
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lot of money ... it’s like this is the area wher@uygo and clean house and
cut grass or do the handyman’s work for all ofsheroundings.

Later she describes the difference between the,alt®re rural section of Lutz and
these newer subdivisions as ‘daylight and darke Biments that traffic has become
worse, as there are now ‘houses, houses and houses.

For Nora, the biggest change is the loss of conypidentity. As she puts it,
Oh, I'd rather have it like when 1 first moved iNow we don’t know our
neighbors, [for] everyone has to work. The kidsndreutside playing;
they are with their machines. You miss all of th#bu know your
neighbors just enough to say, ‘Good morning’ omwhere you’ ... Nobody
Visits.

Her ambivalence in describing Lutz seems to retestnse of changing place
identity. At the very beginning of the interviewesmatter-of-factly stated that Lutz is a
‘suburb of Tampa.’ Later however, she opined thia a little town. It's a small town,
most definitely.’

Betty Nell Blaine

Betty Nell Blaine has lived Lutz since 1982. Seeiiginally from Tampa but had
been away for 12 years till 1982. In the time slas away, she was traveling with her
husband who was in the army. Her husband howevematmentioned during the
interview. Betty is well educated and has a Baaisallegree from the University of
Tampa as well as 18 hours towards a Master’'s de§tex=has been employed as a
special education teacher for severely disableddrmem. Recently retired from Lutz area

schools, she remains active in the community. Anathgr pursuits, she plays the organ
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at the Lutheran ChurcBetty lives on one side of a small L-shaped dujiex
subdivision located just outside the Pasco coungyih Hillsborough county. The house
has a single car garage and the front yard is s/l with no trees or shrubbery,
making it easy for a single woman to maintain.

Two aspects of interviewing her seemed to strikeasiespecially significant.
First, throughout the interview, she held on to ¢egy of a booklet from the Lutz Baptist
Church which provided some details about the comitywihhe extent to which churches
contribute to a sense of place became especialig vi her use of the booklet. Second,
race emerged as a prominent aspect of her semdacefof Lutz. She mentioned rather
adamantly at one point that there were no blacksitn, but later seemed to reconsider
this remembering an old black man who lived in akshack and managed the orange
groves. Then, when asked if she has taught ank kids, she replied: ‘No, there weren't
a lot of black kids.” According to her,

one way my kids knew that there were black peopiethe [school]

district was when we let them know. [in a softerced They just did not

know ... it was a long, long time before there wang black kids [in the

school].

To me, it seemed that this topic created some erfeaher.

When asked what it was like when she first movelduiz, she said that

When [I] moved to Lutz it was a small community. 8aof the men

worked in Tampa, so many of the women stayed hdrhere was only

one grocery store, one drugstore—which has sinaaggd its name from

Eckerds to CVS, but is on the same corner of Higlswad and 41 —one
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elementary school Sanders Elementary (on the Padepand one middle
school Pine Middle School.

Continuing to evoke her sense of place of Lutz,mkationed that

Everybody knew everybody. You didn’'t lock your dsoor put your
garage door down. ... We would [all] get togethere-twed in a cul-de-
sac—and we’d all get together once a year, withgahbhge family street
party ... [And] you never had to worry about angthino crime at all. No!
| mean you could leave your doors unlocked; youateave them open.
Shoot! Now you can’t even walk out to the mailbotheut locking your
door.

The image of a close-knit idyllic community wheregyone looked out for each
other thus emerges very strongly in her intervidlengside, this was also a community
that was homogenous in terms of its racial charisties.

Irma Quakenbusch

Irma Quakenbusch is a native of Tampa. A middeEdagoman, she confided that
she has lived in Tampa her whole life, except foriaf time in Arizona with her
husband shortly after they were married. She is siogle, living alone in the same
subdivision as Betty Nell Blaine, who recommendedtb me. Irma requested that the
interview occur somewhere besides her home. Tleevietv occurred in the Lutheran
Church while she was folding church bulletins amlainteer. Thus, this was a very
public interview, occurring in the main assemblyl b&the church with other church
members walking in and out. | was unable to obtairch information about her personal

life, as she seemed to rarely deviate from thescri
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Irma views Lutz as a neighborhood of Tampa thaidsties two counties and
mentioned that she lives in Lutz Pasco. Asked lmw khe has lived in Lutz, she
responded that

We moved there when my son was eight and he iso88 Eight years

before that we lived off of Bearss Avenue and Istder that part of Lutz

too.

Generally positive about living in Lutz, Irma ddeswever wish that it had better
restaurants. She has no qualms about recent devemg.

| don'’t care that it is not a small town. We havesgular fire department

now, instead of a volunteer fire department, arat th a good thing. |

don’t see growth and progress as a negative.
Irma objects to those who wish to keep Lutz rural.

No. | don’t care what you can do, [but] you cangeb it the same. You

have the amenities, the police and all that. Thagtwhe stores; they just

don’t want them in their neighborhood. ... Charggart of life. So, with

it comes some good stuff and some bad stulff.

Irma makes a distinction between Lutz, which fer is part of Tampa, and Land
O’Lakes, just to the north, that is for her moreatand less sophisticated.

I's when you get up in Land O’Lakes that you hassues. You think

Land O’Lakes is moving up [ i.e. progressing] unyibu go to the

Swampfest, and you see the good ole Land O’Lakesplp - the Lakers.

But the issues are different than those that hveutz. ... You have people

who have no teeth and others who have money.
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Though she does not use the term, Irma seemsrefdyeing to ‘the Crackers'—a
regional term for the backwoods, unsophisticatedhars and farmers of Old Florida. A
class distinction is thus posited by Irma betwaealrLand O’Lakes and the better off
Tampa residents. For her then, Lutz appears tolieeourban-rural dividing line,
explaining perhaps her interest in developmentHs community as a way to separate it
from its rural counterparts.

Sandy Wurlitzer

Sandy moved to Lutz in 1988, as a recent widova wito young sons. Before
this, she was living in Chicago with her mother ahddren, but at some point decided
that a change was needed. Some relatives had nmVespa in 1983, and this
combined with the death of her husband and a sbaséer sons needed a place to grow
up, motivated her move. She had visited others;itend, then | came to Tampa ... and |
landed in Tampa and saw all the beautiful florakamle the Tampa Airport ... and so |
talked to mom about it and we decided that we wguolthack [to Tampa].’

Sandy is now 71 years and lives alone. Her héaltiot good, and she is often in
pain making her relatively homebound. Her grownssiore nearby and visit often. Seven
cats live with her and seem to have the run ohloeise. A member of the Lutheran
church, Sandy sometimes sings in the choir. Herehigsnm an older subdivision that is
off State Road 54—also known as County Line Rdaelnain east-west thoroughfare in
this part of the county. Route 54 is a commeraalflane road lined with car dealerships
and strip malls. It is easy to miss the subdivismte the sign marking the entrance is
unobtrusive and crowded by newer signs which averdiding local businesses. This

looks like an older subdivision, populated primahbl the working class. The homes are
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small, single floor dwellings. There are many traed sidewalks here. Yet, the area is
not completely filled in, for on the south sideaisather large ranch. On the day |
interviewed her, | noted about twenty cattle grgamits pasture.

Sandy was eager to be interviewed but insistedstiadid not live in Lutz, even
as the place name appears on her address. Ininemgpiutz was not a proper place
because

You don’t have a city existing in two different cuies. A city exists

inside a given county — not two. And it’s, as Icsat’s only because we

receive our mail through the Lutz post office [tlnat can be considered to

be residing in Lutz].

When | asked her what this area was like whenisstenioved in she mentioned
rural nature as one of the key attributes.

[It was] very rural, very bucolic. There were a it cattle out here. ...

Everything behind us was undeveloped, and you chelt the cattle. ...

We didn’t see them, but we could hear them.

She lamented the recent changes to the area.

Unfortunately as State Road 54 widened and widaemeldwidened again,

it was more and more difficult for people ... to &ae to walk across. It

was virtually impossible. So most of the folks webwrive over, and it

wasn’'t as convenient....If you're in the car, youghm as well go

elsewhere [to shop].
The extent to which new roads disconnect existorgraunity ties becomes vivid in

this experience.
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Theodore Quick

Theodore Quick, one of the two men interviewe@ isiversity professor. He
was one of three individuals that requested to raeatplace other than his home. This
interview thus occurred in his office. ProfessolicRuwanted the interview questions
ahead of time via email, so he was prepared fomtieeview. He was at work and the
interview was planned for one hour. Relativelyditivas revealed about his personal life,
seemingly by design, during the interview. Becomangniversity professor was a second
career for him; previously he had been an Army EiapHe mentioned that he was
married, and that his father in-law lives with therhe fact that the elderly man was
quite ill was stated as the reason for this ofiinterview.

Professor Quick resides in a deed-restricted comityndocated in northwest
Hillsborough County in the newer section of Lutzneéof the first to move into that
subdivision in 1999, he picked the site for his$®and had to wait for the contractors to
build it. His reason for moving to Lutz seemed tgbiof many suburbanites.

[It was] just far enough away from the city to hawed of a feeling of the

great outdoors. ... but yet close enough to be tabl@ve access to all the

modern conveniences that are available in a mditaparea.

Similar to Sandy Wurlitzer, Professor Quick did tlonk that he lived in Lutz.
Rather, since he lived on the west side of Daleylabthe newer section, his house was
too far away from the center of Lutz. He agreedlhiat there are two different parts of
Lutz, the older section in the east and the newd (vealthier) section west of Dale

Mabry Highway.

45

www.manaraa.com



Professor Quick recognized an inherent confliciieen the claims to space of the
two groups. In his words,

There is the old traditional [group] that wantséeep it rural, and the new

Lutzians. We like country too, but we also likestee development [such

as] sidewalks. [So] there is no way that you carehaboth ways.

He liked living in a deed-restricted community pite of the regulations. In his
words,

there’s got to be some kind of rules —you wantca hiouse and to know

your neighbors [do] too. So that there is not gdmge a rusting hulk of a

1948 Dodge in their front yard. ... So right awhgttattracts a certain kind

of homeowner, that’s not the traditional Lutziamemwner who kind of

wants to be independent.

Sidewalks and modern roads are high on the liattabutes that Professor Quick
wants in Lutz, as are the big box stores, for heestthat it is ‘nice to have a big Wal-
Mart and Publix close [by].’

Overall, Professor Quick welcomes the changesita &nd does not seem to pine
for rural nature. At least, his desire to be parature is balanced by a need to be close
to a major metropolis and Lutz to him is this bafdboth worlds.

Vicki Zimmermann
Of the nine interviewees, Vicki Zimmermann is tkadt familiar with Lutz, having lived
here for nine years. Originally from Long IslandewWYork, Vicki is a divorcee who

moved to Lutz in 2004. The presence of family Hedeto her move.
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| wanted to live midway between my mom’s two sisterho lived in

Tampa and my mom’s best friend who lived in NewtPchey. | wanted

to come to Florida because it was less expensie tlong Island, and |

was struggling ... and | wanted to teach and | ktteav | had a better shot

of teaching here than | did in New York [City], Witmy degree in

Elementary Education being so old, and | also watddive near to these

old ladies. ... So, | actually found my apartmewmtrothe phone. | would

call and ask, how far are you from New Port Richay how far are you

from ... University Plaza where my aunts lived.

Vicki likened Lutz to parts of Long Island. The ietps to move away from the
congestion of the big city seems to her to be #mesin Tampa as it is in New York City.
She notes that the farther one goes on Long Isthednore rural it becomes. For her, the
rapid change that is occurring in Lutz is of thensaype that is occurring elsewhere. In
other words, there is a ubiquity in this situatias,Lutz is becoming another suburb—a
pattern that is played out around the world whealdands become incorporated through
urban sprawl.

For Vicki, Lutz is suburbia. Though recognizingtlhe farther north one goes,
the more rural it becomes, she focuses on modesmlaEments as emblematic of the
community, believing that rapid transformation igaod thing. She characterizes herself
as

one of those people who love to see progress. hrhéan’t want to see

no trees ... but | like that fact that there isogpital. When 1 first moved
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here, there wasn’t. | don’t want it to take fortyef minutes by ambulance

to take me to the hospital. So, | was very happe®more shops.

However, Vicki opposes shopping at the local SWgal-Mart, preferring instead to
visit local stores as well as the local library.

Vicki is thus not particularly motivated by thealethos. Rather, she stated that
she would be fine living in the city, even if tmeant in an apartment above a store. Out
of all of those interviewed, she was the most uideth
Esther Perez

Esther Perez, a middle-aged Hispanic divorcedives near Lutz for over 30
years. When her marriage ended six years ago, iIfglloeated to a subdivision which is
part of Lutz. She currently lives with two catsstiker vividly remembers the past when
she worked at an optometry shop and, with her mgsh@ached the Lutz girls’ softball
team. She is currently working as a teacher’s amkbabysitting her toddler grandson.
Esther works with my wife in a special educatioaissiroom at a local elementary school
located in Tampa. Upon learning the details of Bgearch, she eagerly agreed to
participate, and this interview was conducted inHane.

A native of Jacksonville, Florida, Esther movedtompa in 1973 shortly after
her marriage. Her ex-husband, who was never mesdiby name during the interview,
was originally from this area and worked as a plaaist. She ran an optometry shop at
the intersection of Bearss and Florida Avenues eliging a reputable business, Esther
came to know many of the long-established familiager the course of the more than
hour-long interview, Esther talked about many & wealthy landowner families. One

family for example, for whom one of the city stieet named, still owns and runs a well
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known vegetable stand. Another family sold muchkheir property and, according to
Esther, has moved to the Cayman Islands, an exavhhe level of wealth that they
accrued. Others helped found a local church. Tresefamilies ‘owned more than
three-fourths of the property [in northern Hillsbagh County].’

Esther was unsure of the boundaries of Lutz. Wasded if the community
crosses into Pasco County, she replied, “Yeahnktit does now, but | don’t think it did
then.” Upon further reflection, she mentioned that,

it definitely does now cause whenever | order amgtlon the internet that

is what they ask me [which county do you live inJThat did not happen a

few years ago.

However, she does have a strong sense of placéeldsp lack of attention to
boundaries. According to her, ‘it was a great placeaise kids.” The reason, in part, was
that Lutz was a close-knit community where

there was always an adult around to talk to. THeldeen] had their

parents and everybody else’s parents. They felf gemfortable talking

to adults.

She also preferred the rural ambience of Lutz whexeple enjoy their privacy and
having land [and] not [being] on top of each othiéor her, winding country roads
defined Lutz as a rural area through which one lshdrive very slowly.

Esther concluded her interview by joking aboutfteguent mispronunciation of

the place name by non-residents.
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Luhtz Florida, with a short u sound. ... that’'s hgou know if they know

what they are talking about. ... If you call it llda, then you're not from

around here.

Many Senses of Placein Lutz

The nine individuals who patrticipated in the intews ranged in their views
about Lutz. Some were quite reticent and kept fheisonal life out of the discussion,
while others were friendly and gregarious, oftemgmff-topic to talk about a personal
issue. Three of these individuals thought that gheynot live in Lutz and that it was
relevant only as part of their address label. Degfeattachment ranged from relatively
new resident Vicki Zimmerman, who appeared to hataally no attachment to place,
to relatively long-term gatekeepers, like Irene @oand Roy Dunn, for whom Lutz is
their home and identity. The latter cannot see gedwes living anywhere else. Esther
Perez provides an interesting variation to sudchthents as her close connection to
Lutz comes from working here for many years, evesle has actually been living in
Lutz for only five years.

Concerns about the changes occurring in Lutz domeatly map onto length of
stay in the community. Some long term residentsh s Irene Bosch, Roy Dunn and
Irma Quakenbusch, do not have problems with thegésoccurring around them.
Others miss the close-knit community ties and ranabience of Lutz’s past. The class
identity of Lutz is also mentioned with Nora Daverpconnecting Lutz to a working-
class identity and Theodore Quick and Irma Quakscivinore amenable to its more
upper-class urban identity. Race is mentioned bgletty Nell Blaine, but can also be

considered as a subtext in mentions of commurety/dind issues of crime. The next
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chapter reflects further on the similarities anifiedences between the interviews in terms

of the themes of interest to this study.
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Chapter 7
Analysis of Common Themes

This chapter organizes the discussion of intersiavound three themes that were
prominently discussed in all interviews: boundanégutz, place identity in Lutz, and
the future of Lutz. These themes enable the itgrsito be compared so that the many
senses of place of Lutz can be appreciated.

Boundaries

Boundaries are an important component of placeigireg a frame of reference
and a seemingly stable basis for place identiiédaough maps of Florida locate Lutz as
a distinct community north of Tampa (see Figura Chapter 4) - straddling the border
of Hillsborough and Pasco Counties and surroungesirbilar unincorporated
communities of Keystone and Odessa to the easglaaét, Land O’Lakes, and Wesley
Chapel to the north and west, and Carrollwood éostbuth — this representation fails to
reveal the contradictory and fluid notions of Lutpcal residents know an area in an
intimate way, and for them the boundaries may oy n@ be as fixed as it appears on the
map.

In discussing boundaries with the residents, ngnihwas for each to explain
where they thought Lutz was located. | wanted aafigc¢o record if they regarded Lutz
as a discrete area, or merely a part of a wholdisncase the whole being the Tampa
metropolitan area. One of the results of this inguias the realization that many of the

residents of Lutz seemed puzzled by the boundaneisContradictory responses suggest
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that a firm label for the location of Lutz remas@mnewhat elusive. | would argue that
the issue of incorporation is a key aspect of kel hotion of Lutz as exemplified by
these two questions raised by respondents: whetheris part of Tampa or is a separate
community that while inexorably linked to Tampa etheless exists independently, and
whether Lutz is contained wholly within Hillsbordugr whether it also spills into
neighboring Pasco County.

In regards to incorporation, Lutz residents casdxn as comprising two sides of
the rural/urban continuum. Their view of boundagsesms aligned with their location on
that imaginary line. Those maintaining a metropolitdentity, in that they seem more
comfortable in an urban setting, are those whoethat Lutz is a part of Tampa. This
sentiment is expressed succinctly by Irma Quakestbukdon’t see Lutz as a separate
place with a separate identity. | see it as paftashpa.’ It is also expressed by the
relatively new arrivals, Vicki Zimmerman and TheoelQuick. On the other end of the
spectrum are those who primarily identify Lutz asii@l community (Sandy Wurlitzer,
Irene Bosch, and Roy Dunn).

Yet, these designations are often arbitrary anideadale as many of the
respondents presented themselves as either urfdineslmundaries or unconcerned
about the issue. For example, although Irma Qualsatbin the aforementioned quote
sees Lutz as a part of the Tampa Bay metropolitaa, ghe identifies her residence as
Lutz Pasco, underscoring that for her there apjgele two Lutzes, one in Hillsborough
and one in Pasco. For Irma, the focus appears Tabmpa—this is where she was born

and raised, and where she currently works.
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Discussions regarding the boundary of Lutz invalebates over county location.
Even professional mapmakers and the U.S. Censagrdes. Some place Lutz in Pasco
County, others view its location as Hillsboroughu@ty. In this dispute Irma
Quakenbusch, Betty Nell Blaine, Irene Bosch, Roymuand Esther Perez, all insist that
the community straddles both Hillsborough and P&moanties. Most of them place the
northern border at State Road 54, which is alsevkniocally as County Line Road.
Esther Perez, though confiding that she was urefuies northern boundary,
nevertheless believed that Lutz extends northwaRioute 52—the next major
intersection—about 6 miles north of the Hillsborbwgpunty line.

On the other side of the argument, Sandy Wurlissedently asserted that the
community of Lutz resides solely within Hillsbordu@ounty, and opened the interview
by stating that, ‘technically I live in what's catl Lutz Pasco.” Sandy then explained that
the name Lutz appears on her mailing address esuét of the postal routes. Thus, she
does not really consider herself a resident of lastthat is in Hillsborough County. Her
evidence for the location of Lutz is that

when we first moved out here the fire departmeat tesponded was the

Lutz fire department. After a few years [we] gotification from [the fire

department] that they wouldn’t be serving this alescause Hillsborough

County wasn't paying them.

Moreover she mentioned that,

when we moved out in '88, no one even knew if glece existed. If you

were from [Lutz, then] the standard assumption thas$ you were from

Hillsborough County.
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Thus, from her statements it appears that souttnaddtasco County was largely
rural in 1988 when she arrived, to the point thattlosest medical and postal services
came from Hillsborough County to the south. Eadsidents of this area, then, out of
practicality included themselves as part of Lutbéancluded in Hillsborough county.

In the case of Theodore Quick and Vicki Zimmermayoth were unaware that
they were living in Lutz. Professor Quick discowtthat he was living in Lutz through a
telephone survey. Ostensibly he felt that he livea section of Tampa or rural
Hillsborough County. As this statement indicatas,drimary focus was the metropolitan
area of Tampa. The same appears true for Vicki 2mmann and she mentions that, ‘I
kind of tell people that I live in the Tampa arkkind of feel like Lutz is just part of the
Tampa area.’ Thus Lutz becomes a neighborhoodit@p#ne bigger city that ultimately
blends into the larger urban place. As such if igtee importance if the hospital or
school or even local stores are in the communityudz or in some other neighborhood
of Tampa. The important aspect is that they areeoiently located.

A third group also emerged, consisting of Bettyl B&ine, Nora Davenport and
Esther Perez, who were completed uninterestedundsry issues. This group did not
seem concerned that the new development occuritigeiwestern part of Hillsborough
County and in southern Pasco County used the name'’

Everyday Experiences of Place

In this section, | want to draw out some ways hch people talked about the
reasons why they are residing in Lutz and whahigue about Lutz as community. In
terms of moving to Lutz, some expressed a desiliggon a rural to semi-rural area

outside of the city limits, as in the case of The®dQuick. Some chose Lutz as a
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gateway to somewhere else, as in the case of ¥iokinermann who was initially led to
the area as it was near relatives that lived in IRewt Richey and yet close to urban
amenities. These responses suggest the in-betdewetity of Lutz.

Some respondents viewed Lutz itself as possessumygue ethos. Roy Dunn
initially chose Lutz because it was on the wayisovork in Brooksville. However, the
purchase of a house and land, along with raisifagraly, transformed Lutz into more
than a spot on the way to somewhere else; it betame. Consequently, becoming a
landowner strengthened his resolve for keepingldpweent in check. As an invested
landowner, Mr. Dunn became concerned at the inecedsving that had been occurring
on Lake Crenshaw Road in front of his home.

| hate to say to this but, if you are going to ubés as a major

thoroughfare - people walk out there and they shbave sidewalks and

they shouldn’t be walking on the road. | found thety dangerous.

He goes on to state that he did not want Lake @eemdoad widened, but that the
county decided that it needed to be done. Keepisgdad narrow would effectively
restrict its use as a major thoroughfare and aitda remain largely undeveloped. As if
to reinforce this idea, upon leaving his houserdfte interview, two large sandhill cranes
were walking along the road, seemingly oblivioud ahpeace with the development
around them.

Futureof Lutz

Each respondent was asked directly about thedwiitutz. On one level, this

was a closing question that allowed the respondenkance to reflect and perhaps add a

final salient comment. But my desire to ask thisgjion arose also from basic thrust of
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the interviews that sought an understanding of tit@sge individuals perceived the
changes in their surroundings. Discussions abaufuture of Lutz revolved around its
possible incorporation into Tampa and its changiegpographics.

Most of those who believed that Lutz would surnivesome fashion and would
not be completely integrated into Tampa were l@rgatresidents with a strong sense of
attachment to place. According to Betty Nell Blaithieitz will never change. It will
never ever be anything but Lutz. ... | don’t ththkey will ever incorporate.” According to
Sandy Waurlitzer,

Yes, | think it still keeps some of its rural flay@and | think there is a

draw to keep it [a bedroom community]. .. Peoplentva bucolic, that

openness and all that. ... They like hearing catilethere.

Roy Dunn argues that Lutz will “fight incorporaticand ‘will try to remain separate
as long as it can.’

There were others who believed that Lutz was gtorige incorporated into
Tampa. According to Irma Quakenbusch, she thoughtitz as a neighborhood.

| don’t see Lutz as a separate place with a sepatantity. | see it as part

of Tampa. ... You are going to see change in nedidods ... | think

change is good.

She adds that, for her, ‘my sense of identity comeee from people in my life, than
it does from what area | live in.” Professor The@dQuick opines that

| don't see how Lutz will hold out. ... it may eng being an island

surrounded by development. ... It may be 20 or&fry but they're going

to be absorbed [into Tampa].
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Overall, whether in terms of boundaries, land us@@orporation, the nine
respondents in this study often espoused diambyrmaposed views. One way to view
such differences is to understand them as fawdslin the community which will lead to
conflict and ultimately result in one particulaewpoint becoming dominant or at least
dominantly expressed in the landscape. The othgrteveiew all this is to suggest that it
is this very diversity of viewpoints that will makeitz a valuable place for both new
arrivals and long-term residents, since the plareraean different things to different
people. Sense of place in unincorporated commurtiies seems open to being partly

crafted at the level of the individual.
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Chapter 8
Conclusion

Local residents have observed first-hand the toamstions occurring in Lutz
and surrounding areas. For these individuals, hatzbecome a special place that they
consider home. Even though urban sprawl has beeakiag their community into a
suburb of Tampa, most stated that they did not waliwe anywhere else.

The community of Lutz originated in 1913. Durifgese one hundred years it
carved out its own niche within the greater Tampg Brea as an emblematic small rural
village surrounded by cattle ranches and orangeegtdA local one-room school, which
still stands, was built, as well as a few churclagspst office and a train depot.
Generations of pioneer families, some descendemts the original ‘Florida Crackers’
who had settled in the area in thé"x@ntury, created a village that appeared to htve a
the trappings of a small town, even to the poiriafing a yearly parade and festival
centering around the appointment of a so-calle®’igur’ —a completely ceremonial
position.

Yet rapid transformation has challenged this motba sense of place for the
inhabitants of Lutz, as those recognizable featafesrural area, such as the sound of
cattle lolling, the sweet fragrance of orange gspwnd the sighting of deer and other
animals have begun to disappear. Each of thesksyrdols that were mentioned by the
interviewees as a strength of the area and songethat evoked positive feelings were

being replaced by the accoutrements of suburbendifch as deed-restricted
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communities which established rules for propertyaggement. Large retail stores have
moved into the area bringing with them an influxtrafffic and congestion. In this regard,
much of what has been occurring in the communitiyutz appears ubiquitous, merely a
local example of the encroaching of urban land ustesrural communities that has
occurred throughout the U.S.

However, a distinguishing feature of Lutz is thetfthat it has never been
incorporated. | contend that for much of its higtthris had not been a problem since the
community was close-knit, consisting of the sanmilias who were involved in the
same businesses. Most attended one of two longtisstad churches, and patronized the
same stores. There existed a homogeneity in whehatk of incorporation was not seen
as problematic.

But this unincorporated status has now allowedifdettered urban sprawl into
northern Hillsborough County and southern PasconGo®n the one hand, the larger
municipality of Tampa, desirous for land to be editied for commercial and residential
development, views this rural area as easily addessspecially since it is
unincorporated. On the other hand, though localgsarose to fight the expansion,
since the area was not incorporated into a towesdlgroups had no formal way to curtail
growth.

One of the more interesting results of unincorponais that areas that had been
ranches and orchards and were not traditionallgidened part of Lutz now became
identified by that name. Thus, the community ofd_b&as expanded north and westward,
which as the interviews suggest, have blurredatsblaries, in effect creating at least

two distinct communities known as Lutz—one a wegltteed-restricted suburb and the

60

www.manaraa.com



other the historic small village centered aroutithrary, Baptist Church and unused train
depot.

Recognizing that Lutz Florida has been—and coesrto be—in the midst of a
transformation of its space and environs validdagegse as a case study for examining
how sense of place has been—and continues to beersiadd by its old and new
residents. Nine residents selected primarily throlegal churches highlighted the
evocative and complex senses of place that Lutesepts. While each expressed a
degree of satisfaction or contentment with the aexperience of living in Lutz, many
felt some ambivalence at the transformation ofrteeiroundings.

This study sought to contribute to existing stadéplace-based identities in two
ways. First, it understood that a place often da#sheatly fit into conventional
categorizations of urban or rural, town or counknyt is more fluid and dynamic, based
partly for instance on how urban sprawl is changiegt boundaries between places.
Second, the study of local residents helps in wtdeding how sense of a place is shaped
not just by physical parameters but also by spatehories and emotions. This study
thus draws attention to the ways in which the coowi$ for long-term residence are
created by cultural as much as economic factors.

Future research could extend the theme of an arpocated sense of place to
other contexts. This study being humanistic sotiprovide in-depth perspectives and
hence was necessarily limited to a small sampléitBéindings can be utilized to build a
broader study that considers the cultural underpgsmof how and why long-term
residents choose to stay in place despite theragng intrusion of urban sprawl in their

surroundings.
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Appendix |

Description of Interview Respondents

. : Church Number of
Pseudonym Education Occupation attended yearsin Lutz
Irene Bosch
(and her . . .
husband, High school Farming Methodist 80 years
Isaac)
Military .
Roy Dunn College (retired) Catholic 37 years
Nora High school Retired Lutheran 35 years
Davenport
Irma College Teacher Lutheran 33 years
Quakenbusch
Betty. Nell College Teacher Lutheran 30 years
Blaine
Sar_1dy High school Retired Lutheran 24 years
Wurlitzer
Theodore
. Post Graduate Teacher Lutheran 14 years
Quick
. Vicki College Teacher Lutheran 9 years
Zimmermann
Esther PereZz College Teacher -- 5 years
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Appendix 11
Interview Questionnaire

|. Personal Characteristics

e Age
e Race
e Gender

e Education

e Occupation

e Marital Status

e Children

e Family Structure

e Religion

e Years living in Lutz

|I. Definition of L utz (geography)
e Where do you think the boundaries of Lutz are?thepwords, where does Lutz

end and begin? (e.g. Pasco county line? Bearssu&?¥n
e When you think about Lutz of years past, what heeplaces that you remember?
If these are still around, do you go there? Do tymok that Lutz is essentially the

same place as it was when you moved/grew up irehérhy or why not?
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e Thinking back to the Lutz of your past, what wordpbrase best describes the
area?

(Rural? Small town? Country? Friendly? Close-knii#@as this changed?

e What events have changed the ideal of Lutz for wda® it the development of

the Suncoast/Veterans Parkway; the expansion & Mabry into a four-lane

thoroughfare; the establishment of deed-restriceedmunities such as Cheval; the

building of Super Wal-Mart and/or Super Targetsomething else?

e What attracted you to Lutz (if you were not bormeh)@ (Rural atmosphere, low-

cost living, perception of safety, other) Do yoinkhthat these features are still

present?

e Do you feel that Lutz is, at this time, a sepacaiemunity or has it become part

of Tampa? If Lutz has become a part of Tampa (uriaffy), do you feel that this a

good thing? Why? (better services, better roaderdif Lutz is not a part of Tampa,

in what way does it remain separate from Tampa¥yddosee this changing in the

future?

Personal Connectionsto L utz (everyday experiences)

e How long have you lived in Lutz / Northern Hillslmargh County? Please provide
some details about this.

e Does any of your extended family live, or have tbegr lived, in this area?
Please provide some details about this.

e What was the primary reason that you moved to Litiigu were not originally

from this area?
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e Do, or did, your children attend school in the Latea? What school do they
attend: elementary, middle or high school?

e What community organizations do you, and/or younifiés belong to (church,
scouts, little league, volunteer organizations)WHoportant are these to you, and to
your sense of attachment to Lutz? Are they cetrgbur feelings about this area?
e Do you read-utz News, or other local publications?

e Do you go to the local branch library?

e Do you primarily do your shopping in the Lutz ar&dfere?

e Do you see a point in the future when you may ldawe?

e What are the benefits (strengths) and problemskmess) of Lutz? Have these
changed over time?

e Overall, how satisfied are you with living in theitiz area? Why?

V. Rural to Suburban Change (futur e tr ansfor mations)
e Do you think that Lutz, and the surrounding arésasdjvided into two types of

landscapes: rural and suburban? Which one do yeferprwWhy?

e Is there a strong demarcation between these tvwastyg do they blend into each
other?

e What about your neighbors? Do you know them? Hasetheen a change in the
type of people who have moved into Lutz (singlejifees, minorities, wealthier) or
has the composition remained largely the same?

e As more people and businesses move into the angaudnotice any new

problems such as more traffic, crime, noise?
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e What is your opinion of the new strip malls andre$p like Super Wal-Mart and
Target?

e Arethey a good fit in Lutz?

¢ What, if anything, would have to change in thisieagor you to consider

leaving? Are you concerned that these changes magdurring?
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Appendix I11

IRB Approval Letter

7/3/2013

Samuel Sanderson Division of Geography 4202 E. &odenue, CPR107 Tampa,
FL 33620

RE:

Acceptance of Application for Final Review

IRB#:

CR2_Pro00004655

Title:

New and Old Senses of Place in Lutz, Florida

Dear Mr. Sanderson : On 07/03/2013, the Institatiédeview Board (IRB) reviewed
and ACCEPTED your Application for Final Review.

Please be advised that you are required to maiotamnplete research records
including all IRB documentation, source documeais] informed consent/assent
document(s) (if applicable) for all subjects whatgdpated in this study for a minimum
of five years after completion of the research (ehtlRB-approval) or for the period
designated by the study sponsor and/or oversighi@gor HIPAA, whichever period is
longer. We appreciate your dedication to the etldoaduct of human subject research at
the University of South Florida and your contineenmitment to human research
protections. If you have any questions regarding iiatter, please call 813-974-5638.

Sincerely, John Schinka, Ph.D., Chairperson USttutisnal Review Board

70

www.manaraa.com



	University of South Florida
	Scholar Commons
	January 2013

	Sense of Place in an Unincorporated Community:
	Samuel Scott Sanderson
	Scholar Commons Citation


	Microsoft Word - 229410_supp_undefined_24ACAE26-F891-11E2-AB50-3A6DEF8616FA.docx

